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                 US EPA CONTAMINATED SEDIMENT 

 REMEDIATION GUIDANCE  
 

In December 2005, the US Environmental Protection Agency published a document on Contaminated 
Sediment Remediation Guidance for Hazardous Waste Sites.  This document provides technical and 
policy guidance for project managers and management teams making remedy decisions for 
contaminated sediment sites.  It states that project managers should evaluate each of the three 
potential remedy approaches (sediment removal, capping and monitored natural recovery). In 
evaluating dredging, project managers should also make realistic, site-specific predictions of residual 
contamination (i.e., contamination that remains within or adjacent to the dredged area after dredging).  
Where residuals are a concern, capping may also be needed.  
 
The excerpts from chapter 5 below provide guidance on in-situ capping of contaminated sediments.  Of 
particular significance is the section on identification of capping materials, section 5.5.1.  It discusses 
the use of “specialized materials to enhance the chemical isolation capacity of the cap”.   It is an 
acknowledgment that reactive capping, utilizing materials such as CETCO’s Reactive Core MatTM,  may 
enhance chemical isolation or provide reduction in cap thickness in certain circumstances. 
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